40                   TO THOMAS CARLYLE

1833    Good ready to be put in its place ; what need of help in

~     rolling the ball down hill ?    1 was wont to think that the

Aetat a6> Benches Of tjie House of Commons might he as a pulpit,

from whence a voice might make itself heard further and
more widely than even from your pulpit and mine, the
Periodical Press* But what sort of a voice must it he
which could be heard through all thin din ? what were a
single nightingale amidst the cawing and chattering of 657
rooks and magpies and jackdaws ? Truly, if there were
not in the world two or three persons who seem placed
here only to show that all is not hollow and empty and
insufficient, one would despair utterly, It is only the
knowledge that such persons have an actual existence on
the same globe with us which keeps alive any interest in
anything besides myself; or even could I but            that

the good I see in a few comes not from any peculiarity
of nature, but from the more perfect development of
capacities and powers common to (IH all, and that the
whole race were destined, at however remote a period
either of individual or collective existence, to resemble the
best specimens of it whom I have myself known, I verily
believe, with that faith, I could be content to remain to
eternity the solitary exception*

As for w0rkt I have written perhaps of late not lens than
usual, but (except what has been already mentioned to
you) nothing noteworthy that in likely to be soon pub-
lished, except a notice for Tait of that book of Junius
Redivivus, which same book you will mmn receive in a
parcel through Eraser, along with two articles of mine
.which I have formerly written to you about* sundry
Memoirs of the French Revolution, the trial of the Saint-
Simonians, and two letters which contain all I know of
their subsequent proceedings and present state. (Those
former books which miscarried have been traced to this
house, though 1 have not been able to recover them.) My
parcel for you at present waits only for William Fraaer's
permission to send you his copy of Levasseur'n Memoirs,
a permission too late applied for, and which has not yet
reached me, junius Redivivus will interest you, were itthere is nothing ofw* could call tnt* believers ; to a                                                     cnion*                       1              how to                 from  ah^s said of him that he would haw           an                      put             tip^i |U|Mri 4 t^|
